August 30, 2026

Westminster

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Prayer by Mike Moyers




Worship With Us!

13th Sunday After Pentecost

Scripture
Psalm 116:1-7, 12

Sermon
The Rev. Tricia Dillon Thomas

Bulletin

10:00 a.m. Sunday Hybrid Worship Link

Zoom Meeting ID: 822 3301 6989

Any questions, contact Becky Kimberly in the office
at office@westpresby.org.

This We ea T Westminster

.

In this e-newsletter, you'll find details about:

Westminster News and Events

THIS SATURDAY, Volunteer Day at Hydroponic Farm in Hartford
THIS SUNDAY GHIAA Court Accompaniment Training
Westminster Women Invited to Sisters of the Spirit Retreat,
September 19 at Mercy by the Sea

Brunch Bunch at Westminster Returns September 20



https://files.constantcontact.com/6c3c35bb001/e8a3f862-144a-4588-bc9a-ca5636776a08.pdf?rdr=true
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82233016989
mailto:office@westpresby.org

Important Events in Our Community
» South Park Inn Fundraiser, Dance it Out!

Prayers for Our Community and Our World

Westminster News and Events

Westminster Volunteer Day #2 at Levo
International Hydroponic Farm in Hartford
Saturday, August 29 from 9:00 a.m. - Noon

Join us for a rewarding morning of hands-on service and community
impact at Levo International! More about Levo here:
https:/llevointernational.org/

Levo’s mission is strengthening communities through sustainable
hydroponic farming and improved food access. Volunteers at the farm
perform a variety of tasks including planting seedlings, building and
maintaining the hydroponic system, and harvesting crops.

Westminster members who attended our last event found it to be very
rewarding and a great opportunity to connect with other members
while doing good!

If you would like to get involved and join us this Saturday August
29, please contact Lesley Morrey at [pmorrey@gmail.com or 860-
778-5948 for sign up instructions.



https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=levointernational.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9sZXZvaW50ZXJuYXRpb25hbC5vcmcv&i=NTdiMzExMDlhNTcxZmQwZjcxYTE3NTFk&t=L3kxd2ZhOHBiQlJmREp3dTVQVG9mSGszcW5JbnZCT0N4TjlqaHhpbGNUOD0=&h=ece2e8ff960b4131be143e21f3db55e6&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZUoFbpAKEs4mOaWLcWybDkQWGprvZ59l9vCOvo9EaZqw
mailto:lpmorrey@gmail.com
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Be a Moral Witness of Faith
Take Part in Court Accompaniment Training
This Sunday, August 30 at Westminster

Westminster Presbyterian Church will host a Greater Hartford
Interfaith Action Alliance (GHIAA) event to provide training in court
accompaniment on Sunday, August 30 from 1:00 — 4:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

Trained accompaniment volunteers offer presence, witness, moral
support, and solidarity with vulnerable people in stressful situations
such as ICE check-ins, immigration hearings, and criminal court. Led
by the Hartford Deportation Defense, this training will cover the basics
of what it means to accompany someone, what the role entails, and
the way one carries themselves through the process.

This is open to anyone interested in being informed of what is
happening in our area and to see if this is something that spurs you to
be involved as a moral witness of faith. Click the link below to register.

Register Here!

Some Westminster members joined Rev. Julie Emery at an
informational session this month that gave an overview of all the
immigrant protection activities in which a congregation could engage.
A small group including Rev. Julie, Peter Benner, Larry Carr and Tom
Buckley are meeting to discuss potential engagement activities for our
congregation.

Westminster is a founding member of GHIAA, a nonprofit broad-based
organization of 52 diverse faith communities and allied institutions
organizing together for justice in the Greater Hartford Region.

Any questions or to learn more, please speak with Rev. Julie or
contact Tom Buckley at tbtrailrun@hotmail.com.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOYpzaCbiKhi3ZS7f2DTTVHgtXdOdJ9Ogxsw06gBgaCUrv9w/viewform
mailto:tbtrailrun@hotmail.com

Sisters of the Spirit Retreat at
Mercy by the Sea in Madison, CT
Saturday, September 19, 8:30am - 2:00pm

Sisters of the Spirit invite Westminster women to join them for a Day
of Reflection and Healing. Join us as we embrace stillness, walk along
the shore and explore how we can live life with gratitude and hope.
This event will be held at Mercy by the Sea, Madison, CT on Saturday,
September 19 from 8:30-2:00pm. Lunch will be provided. The fee is
$50.00.

Questions or to reserve your place, please contact Diane Smith at
(857) 998-0215 or smithdiane2009@gmail.com no later than
September 10. Checks can be made out to Diane Smith. Please give
your checks to Diane, leave them with Becky Kimberly in the church
office or drop it off in the locked mailbox outside the church entrance.
We hope to see you there!

Brunch Bunch Returns September 20
11:30 a.m. in the Smart Room

The Brunch Bunch is gearing up for our first brunch this fall on
Sunday, September 20, 2026 at 11:30 a.m. right after church in the
Smart Room. All single adults 60ish or above are invited to become
part of this monthly gathering as we get to know each other better.
That truly is our only agenda. Food will be provided so the only thing


mailto:smithdiane2009@gmail.com

you need to bring is your smile and willingness to get to know each
other better in a relaxed atmosphere. If you have questions, please
call Barbara Riihimaki (860-803-9090) or email her beriih@gmail.com
See you there.

Important Events in Our Community
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PARKVILLE MARKET, HARTFORD

BAD HABIT BAND +
HIP HOP &4 THE HOMELESS

Why is a Homeless Shelter
Throwing a Dance Party?
Because Life is a Lot Right Now

Staff at a homelessness service provider organization knows firsthand
how heavy the world can feel, especially when fighting day after day
to keep people safe and get them housed while dealing with many
levels of uncertainty.



mailto:beriih@gmail.com

So, they decided to crank up the cheer with live music and dancing at
South Park Inn's second annual fundraiser, Dance It Out!

Come support our long-term mission partner! Click here for more
information!

Prayers for our Community and Our World

We are called to live out our discipleship within the community of faith,
that we might support each other in walking the path of Christ. We
share our struggles and our joys to invite others in, receiving the
support we also give.

Susanne G. Farnham writes in Listening Hearts, “A wise swimmer
does not cross a difficult channel without a boat close behind, with
those aboard watching for signs of danger or weariness and providing
words of encouragement along the way. Nor does a prudent climber
scale a mountain alone, without companions to hold the rope and help
along the way.”

So too, we help one another bear the burdens of life, by sharing the
way God is at work in our lives, as well as our needs and struggles.

We invite you to pray for our community and world using the prayers
below.

We celebrate with:

Our choral scholars, Ryan Mancini and Vanessa Paré, who were
married in Italy on August 21!

We give thanks for all those who have found support and love within
our church communities, especially for the connections between
Westminster and First Presbyterian Church of Hartford.

We pray for those near and far:

We pray for peace in Gaza, throughout the Middle East and Sudan.
May God'’s peace take root in the hearts of all people.

We pray for all of God’s creation, and for people impacted by the
repercussions of global warming - the devastating flood in Nepal; the
Canadian wildfires, extreme temperatures and weather. May we seek
new ways to heal our planet and steward our resources.

We pray for the communities experiencing increased fear and terror
due to the actions of ICE. We pray for the safety and dignity of those
who have been detained, and for justice to be found.

May there be mercy and protection for those who are most vulnerable:
Immigrants and refugees especially children; the LBGTQIA+
community; those standing up against injustice in all its forms.

We give thanks for those who stand up for justice in communities
throughout the world. May they be wise, safe and courageous.



https://www.southparkinn.org/events

May God's love and grace be the guiding force in our lives, our homes
and our communities in the days ahead.

We pray for those in need for health and wholeness:

Prayers of healing and strength for David MacMeekin, who has been
hospitalized. We hold his daughter Kelly and granddaughter Tara in
our prayers for support and comfort during this time.

May those who are struggling be surrounded by God’s healing and
comfort.

We pray for: Kevin Wunder’s friend Nick who recently broke his arm;
Becky Kimberly's father John; Cyndi Robinson's friend Shelby Lippart;
Nancy Murray; Ashley Aronson; Abbey Downing's father Jack Neller;
Callie Boone's Aunt Cyndi; Liz Grabber's mother Barbara; Mike
McElroy's wife Jane; Doug Levine, friend of Marilyn Pikor; Susie
Scoville's brother Jon; Jane Sebolt; Joan and Jim Lin; Bob Gillis;
Barbara Aronson; Karen Wagner's friend Rich; Muriel Sherman and
Betty Stokes.

We ask God to comfort those who grieve:

May God'’s loving arms surround all those who are grieving the loss of
loved ones in this season. We pray God’s comfort and peace to
surround:

The family and loved ones of Bob Rentz, who died peacefully
surrounded by his family at the age of 96. May God bring comfort and
peace to his wife Carol and their family during this time.

The family and loved ones of Paul Chabot, who died recently after a
long battle with leukemia. May God surround his wife Kimberlea and
their children, Ava, Mason and Ella with peace and comfort in this
time.

The family and loved ones of Mary Sand, who passed away on
August 11. Please hold Mary’s husband Bill and their children and
extended family in your prayers.

The Rev. Laura Opsahl upon the death of her sister, Eugenia. May
God surround their family and bring them peace.

The family and loved ones of Yvonne Smith, especially daughters
Diane Smith and Aimee Hopkins as they continue to celebrate her life
and grieve her loss.

The family and loved ones of Rev. Ross Ludeman, who died
peacefully on August 5 at the age of 93. Ross served as our Senior
Pastor from 1983-1998 and is remembered fondly by his Westminster
church family. A service to celebrate Ross and his wife Ginger (who
died in January) will be held at Westminster on October 10 at 11 am.

We continue to lift to God all those who are grieving the loss of loved
ones in recent months: family and friends of Marilyn Pikor’s dear
friends, Carol and Stan; the loved ones of Nancy Hoffman; the friends




and family of Susan Plese, friend of Karen Wagner, who died following
a long illness; friends and family of Richard Stafford; the family of
Jamison Clegg, Eina Reiger's cousin; the family of Camden Siegal;
Janet Wade-Utay and Art Utay upon the death of Art’s aunt and Janet
Wade-Utay and her sister-in-law, Jen, upon the death of Janet's
brother George.

We trust that God walks with each of us in our struggles and sorrows,
and rejoices in our celebrations.

If you have any prayer requests or pastoral concerns, please text or
call Rev. Julie Emery at 603-748-1130.

Session Members

Peter Benner (Flourish) pbennerl6@gmail.com
Liz Doering (Clerk) lizdoering81l@gmail.com
Stephen Frazzini (Sustain: Buildings & Grounds) stevefraz@me.com
Linda Geisler (Care) linda.barron.geisler@comcast.net
Sheila Huddleston (Worship) sheilahuddleston7@gmail.com
Lesley Morrey (Serve) Ipmorrey@gmail.com

Janet Wade-Utay (Sustain: MR&P) mainSt.chefl0@gmail.com
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