August 7, 2022

“Even the Dogs” by Cara B. Hochhalter

We Welcome the Rev. Nancy D'Ippolito
We welcome the Rev. Nancy D’Ippolito as our guest preacher this
Sunday. Nancy grew up in Southern California and attended
McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. She and her husband
raised their three daughters in Boulder, Colorado. Their two oldest
daughters now live in Scotland. After Nancy’s husband died she
decided to move near her youngest daughter, which is how she ended
up in Connecticut. She has two grandchildren; a 16-month-old
grandson in Scotland and a new granddaughter born July 20th here in
Connecticut.

Worship With Us This Sunday!
Scripture

Mark 7:24-30

Sermon

The Rev. Nancy D'Ippolito

Bulletin
10:00 a.m. Sunday Hybrid Worship
Link
Zoom Meeting ID : 822 3301 6989
Any questions, contact Becky Kimberly in the office
at office@westpresby.org.

“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me.
Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you
how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me –
watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I
won't lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company
with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”
(Matthew 11:28-30 - The Message)

Rest, Renewal, Sabbath
This Summer at Westminster
Rest. Renewal. Sabbath. These are important and essential pieces of
the life of faith. And for so many of us, we forget to take time to stop
and breathe. Sometimes we confuse being busy FOR God with
spending time WITH God. As Jesus says in the passage above, “get
away with me and you’ll recover your life.”
This summer, we invite you to come away with Jesus to recover real
life. Worship on Sundays will be centered on community building and
connection, rest and renewal. We will discover ways to work less and
pray more. We will find God in stillness. We will remind ourselves of
the unforced rhythms of grace.
Our Session leaders will be finding their own rest - taking a break from
meetings and busy-ness in favor of deepening faith and connection.
We will do this so that we might listen to the ways God is calling us in
this next season of Westminster’s life. We do this also so that we
might hear from our congregation and community about the needs
that have arisen in this challenging season.
So friends, let us come away with the God of Sabbath, and learn
together the unforced rhythms of grace that bring us life abundant.
In faith,
Julie

A Word About Summer Worship
In effort to simplify our volunteer tasks this summer as well as to
experience a summer of sabbath rest, Westminster worshippers will
notice a few alterations to our worship logistics and support.
Worshippers who join us online will find that we will be temporarily
letting go of the liturgy slides. There will be headings on the worship
video that alert viewers to different parts of the service. These are
best viewed in Zoom “Speaker Mode” rather than “Gallery Mode”. (If
you need help learning how to switch to speaker mode, this
article explains it well. OR you can reach out to Rev. Julie Emery on a
day other than Sunday and she will come help you get set up!)
Online worshippers need not worry that they are missing out! Liturgy
will be call-and-response and if you love to sing along with the hymns,
reach out to the office - we would love to bring you a hymnal to follow
along!
These adjustments are intended to be for our summer season, to offer
rest and renewal to both volunteers and staff who have been working
hard to make our worship experience meaningful throughout these last
few years. We ask that for this summer season we lean into flexibility
and openness as we experience ways of simplifying our worship
experience. Toward the end of the summer, we will be happy to hear
feedback and thoughts (especially from our online folks) on this
simplified way of worshipping together.
As we join together in worship throughout this summertime, we trust
that as we are present to one another and to God in worship, we will
be met and fed by the Holy Spirit.

The Rev. Julie Emery Out of the Office
The Rev. Julie Emery is currently out of the office for vacation and will
be returning on August 15. If there is a pastoral emergency during that

time, please contact Becky Kimberly, church administrator, at 860-5216240 x100 and she will connect you with a pastor on call.

Prayers of the People
Prayers for our community:
We encourage you to pray for our community throughout the
summer. Paul encourages us to “pray without ceasing,” so no matter
how you pray, just pray!! There are many creative ways to do this!
Here are some to try:
Pray through the Church Directory: Each week, choose a few
names from the church directory to pray for. If you don’t know
them personally, pray that you might meet in the coming months!
Pray through our ongoing prayer list. Go through the names listed
below and pray for each person listed there. Perhaps using a
simple prayer such as, “Holy God, bring peace and comfort
to (name) that they might know your love."
Pray in Color: Take some time to doodle the names of some of
the folks you know from church - what do you think they might
be praying for? What do you think they might need from God
right now? Check out this link for some ideas of how!
Pray the Psalms: Read through some of your favorite Psalms and
imagine those words as prayers for the lost, forsaken, or lonely.
Psalms of Lament can be powerful prayers in response to some of
the challenges we have been facing these days.
Ask others to tell you how to pray: Take some time this week to
call a couple church friends or friends you haven’t seen in awhile,
ask them: How can I be praying for you today?
Pray through the Newspaper: However you get your news, take a
moment to pray for a specific person or story that captures your
attention. How might God bring peace, restoration, grace to that
event or person?
*Throughout the summer, specific prayer concerns will be shared
within our Sunday worship services. We encourage folks to share
prayers in worship, either online or in-person.

We continue to pray for:
John Berman; Jon Scoville; Heather McBride; Paige Logan's friend Mia;
El Harp; Muriel Sherman; Rev. Laura Opsahl; David MacMeekin's
brother-in-law, Dan Reinhard; Cale Strober; Max; Dave Wagner;
Suzanne Atwood; Billy Calzada; Rhoda Bannon; Karen Sprout’s sister,
Kathryn Johnson; Diane Smith; Jane Sebolt; Sally West; Rev. Julie
Emery; Rachel Lloyd’s Aunt Katie; Yvonne Smith; Doreen Springsteen;
Ralph Sundquist; Karen Wagner's friend AJ; Jenna Sheridan's friend,
MaryElla; Marissa Torsiello; Stella Madjitey; Barbara Riihimaki's cousin
Gordon; Peter Benner; Jen Buffat; Sara DeGraff's sister; Jack Zapata
and Alan and Ashley Zapata; Betty Stokes and David Robbins.

Session Members (Teams)

Nicole Aronson (Care & Flourish) nmachampagne@yahoo.com
Tom Buckley (Serve) tbtrailrun@hotmail.com
Larry Carr (Flourish) larryrcarr@gmail.com
Ken Garrison (Worship) euph115@gmail.com
Greg Hammond (Engage) rgregoryh@yahoo.com
John Rhine (Sustain) j.rhine@comcast.net
Barbara Riihimaki (Engage) bdriih@gmail.com
Michael Seltzer (Serve) michaelbpd10@gmail.com
Pam Torsiello (Sustain) tony_pam_torsiello@msn.com
Janet Wade-Utay (Worship) mainSt.chef10@gmail.com
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