June 12, 2022

"Gather Us In" by Lisle Gwynn Garrity

Worship With Us This Sunday!

Music Sunday
Scripture

Psalm 100:1-5
Romans 12:10,15-16

Sermon

The Rev. Julie Emery
Bulletin 


10:00 a.m. Sunday Hybrid Worship
Link
Zoom Meeting ID : 822 3301 6989
Any questions, contact Becky Kimberly in the office
at office@westpresby.org.

MUSIC MAKES COMMUNITY
A Weekend of Music at Westminster
This Saturday & Sunday, June 11 & 12

Westminster will be hosting Communion in Concert this Saturday, June
11. It will be an evening of solo and chamber music performed by our
very own Anna Pan, Ryan Mancini and Vanessa Paré as well as several
of Anna’s colleagues. Following the concert will be a reception during
which you are invited to commune with one another. A free will
offering will be collected to support the choral scholarship program at
Westminster. Please spread the word about this wonderful concert.
Click on the link below for a copy of the concert flyer to share with
your friends and neighbors. Also you can click here for the link to our
Communion in Concert event in the calendar listings on the Hartford
Courant's website. Any questions, please contact Callie Boone, Minister
of Music, at music@westpresby.org.
Link to Communion in Concert Flyer

Music Sunday, June 12
Pre-Worship Music Begins at 9:45 a.m.
Join us for a Sunday worship service of scripture, prayer, music and
song. Music this Sunday will be provided by the Chancel Choir and
Handbell Choir, as well as by talented vocalists and instrumentalists in
our church community. Music begins at 9:45 a.m. with worship starting
at 10:00 a.m. You won't want to miss this special Sunday service.

Celebrate Summer with Plenty of Ice Cream
Ice Cream Social Following Worship

This Sunday, June 12
The Engage Team will be offering free ice cream bars of many kinds
after church on Music Sunday, this Sunday, June 12. Come and engage
with other church members as we celebrate our many musicians, the
end of our church program year and the unofficial start to our church's
summer season. We will be set up in the Fellowship Hall patio area if
the weather is good or in the foyer if the weather is inclement.
EVERYONE is welcome!

Help Raise Money for the Puerto Rico Learning &
Service Trip
Volunteers Needed for Strawberry Festival!
The annual Strawberry Festival at First Presbyterian Church will be

donating some of its proceeds to our joint Learning & Service Trip to
Puerto Rico at the end of June and in October. Volunteers are needed
for Saturday, June 18 or plan to stop by and enjoy some strawberry
shortcake. If you're interested in volunteering or for more information,
please contact Annelieke Schauer at anneliekeschauer@gmail.com or
Rev. Nancy Baseel at pastor@firstpreshartford.org.

Call for a Congregational Meeting
Sunday, June 19 Following Worship
There is a call for a congregational meeting on Sunday, June 19 at
approximately 11:15 a.m. following our worship service. The brief
meeting is to elect new officers. Any questions, please contact Becky
Kimberly, church administrator, at office@westpresby.org or 860-5216240.

Memorial Garden Service of Remembrance
Recording Available
It is Westminster Presbyterian Church's tradition on Memorial Day
weekend to give thanks for the many lives of all the beloved saints
whose ashes have been placed with care in the Memorial and
Meditation Garden. This brief service of scripture, prayer and song was
held last Sunday in the garden.
Below is a link to the recording of the service. For a list of those who
are at rest in our Memorial Garden, please click here.
Memorial Garden Service Recording

They/Them
As a Singular Pronoun
Personal pronouns....something many of us have never needed to
consider. My parents told me I was a girl and when they weren't using
my name they used she or her to refer to me. As a people we've
grown. We understand now that the gender assigned to us at birth
may not be a good fit. We accept that people express themselves in
many different ways, we celebrate them, and we acknowledge that like
a name, a personal pronoun is not something that we get to decide for
other people. Although I have been told many times that I look like a
"Michelle", that's not my name, they don't get to call me that and have
me respond. Or when I cut my hair super short as a young child and
"looked like a boy", I still used my name and the pronouns she and
her. I did not answer to he or him.
Last week, I shared an article about personal pronouns and why we
should use this them. This week, I share some information about how
the personal pronouns "they and them" CAN and ARE still singular
pronouns. Someone who does not identify as male or female, someone
who might be nonbinary, or transgender, may use they/them
pronouns. And, not only is that okay, but is their right.
For my grammar friends who have trouble understanding how they can
refer to a singular person and not a group....I offer to you that "they"
is an epicene (gender-neutral) pronoun, and emerged as such in the
14th century. It has always been used when the gender of someone is
unknown. For example, I'm not sure when they will arrive. Additionally,
the English language is not static. There are "new" words accepted into
dictionaries every year. This is what has happened to normalize the
use of they for some individuals.
I invite you to learn more about they and them as singular pronouns by
clicking on these two links Grammarly or Wikipedia or by giving me a
call to discuss it. Nicole Aronson 860-839-4260.

New Photo Directory - Deadline Extended
We need a new photo of YOU for the upcoming photo directory. Let's
be honest, many of us have changed a lot since 2019, but there are
two easy ways to participate. You can have your photo taken at church
on 6/12 or 6/19 or you can submit a photo (jpeg file) of yourself/your
family at nmachampagne@gmail.com.
We need your photos by June 21st. Any questions, talk to Duane
Grabber at DuaneGrabber@comcast.net or Barbara Riihimaki
at bdriih@gmail.com

Congratulations to our Graduates!
Tyler Atwood, South Windsor High School
Graham Douglass , BS University of Connecticut (Mechanical
Engineering)
Lindsey Hammond , BA Gettysburg College (Organization &
Management Studies plus Minors in Economics and Business)
Jacqueline McConnell, BA University of California Los Angeles
(Communications)
Grace Olson , BA and MA Case Western Reserve University (Medical

Anthropology-BA & MA and Economics-BA)
Anna Pan, MBA University of California Berkeley (Business
Administration)
Sydney Rekow, AS Tunxis Community College (Graphic Design)
Jenna Sheridan, MLIS Indiana University (Library & Information
Science)
Alyson Sutliff, Conard High School

Prayers of the People
We pray for those near and far:
Scott Aronson, Nicole's brother-in-law, who is having surgery to
remove a pituitary gland tumor;
Prayers for the people of Ukraine and all those affected by war
and violence, both those still in their country and those who have
become refugees. May they and their loved ones be safe in this
time of strife;
Our healthcare workers and for their families;
All who are sick or struggling with chronic illness in this time. May
they be comforted;
All who are worried for themselves or for the safety of their loved
ones. May they find peace in God's presence;
All those who struggle with mental health issues and depression.
May they know God's steadfast love;
Those who are caring for aging loved ones. May they be
heartened and refreshed;
Communities affected by violence and injustice. May they be
sustained and strengthened.

We celebrate with:
Cliff Moss who has moved to a new apartment to be closer to his
family. You can visit or write him at Brookdale Chatfield, 1
Chatfield Dr., Apt 2310, West Hartford, CT 06110;
Betty Stokes who has moved to Essex Meadows. Cards are
welcome at her new address: Essex Meadows, 30 Bokum Road,
HC Room 7, Essex, CT 06426.

We grieve with:
The community of Buffalo, NY and with those whose loved ones
were murdered at the Tops supermarket. May God’s comfort and
love to surround the communities of color in Buffalo, may God’s
justice to prevail, and may God’s hope give us the courage to
confront White Supremacy in our world;
The community of Uvalde, TX and lament the loss of such young
beloved ones. May God’s comfort and love surround the families
of the victims. We lift to God teachers, students, and our nation,
and pray for the courage to confront gun violence and stand up
for gun control;

Friends and families of those in recent months who mourn the
death of loved ones. May they be comforted.

We continue to pray for:
El Harp; Muriel Sherman; Rev. Laura Opsahl; David MacMeekin's
brother-in-law, Dan Reinhard; Cale Strober; Max; Dave Wagner;
Suzanne Atwood; Billy Calzada; Jon Scoville; Rhoda Bannon; Karen
Sprout’s sister, Kathryn Johnson; Diane Smith; Jane Sebolt; Sally West;
Rev. Julie Emery; Rachel Lloyd’s Aunt Katie; Yvonne Smith; Doreen
Springsteen; Ralph Sundquist; Karen Wagner's friend AJ; Jenna
Sheridan's friend, MaryElla; Marissa Torsiello; Stella Madjitey; Barbara
Riihimaki's cousin Gordon; Peter Benner; Jen Buffat; and Sara
DeGraff's sister.

Session Members (Teams)
Nicole Aronson (Care & Flourish) nmachampagne@yahoo.com
Tom Buckley (Serve) tbtrailrun@hotmail.com
Larry Carr (Flourish) larryrcarr@gmail.com
Ken Garrison (Worship) euph115@gmail.com
Greg Hammond (Engage) rgregoryh@yahoo.com
John Rhine (Sustain) j.rhine@comcast.net
Barbara Riihimaki (Engage) bdriih@gmail.com
Michael Seltzer (Serve) michaelbpd10@gmail.com
Pam Torsiello (Sustain) tony_pam_torsiello@msn.com
Janet Wade-Utay (Worship) mainSt.chef10@gmail.com
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